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CAL administers two licences for government and government-related bodies. The most suitable licence for you depends 
on whether your organisation makes copies for the services of the Crown.

The two licences are:
the Statutory Government Licence; and•	
the GovCopy Licence. •	

The Statutory Licence
This licence is established under the Copyright Act 1968 and enables Government departments and agencies to make 
unlimited numbers of copyright material – provided the copying is done for the services of the Crown.

The GovCopy Licence 
The GovCopy Licence accommodates the needs of government-related organisations that are not considered the Crown 
and therefore are unable to rely on the Government Statutory Licence. This licence provides government related  
organisations undertaking copying outside the services of the Crown with the freedom to use copyright material  
(with limits) without the need to contact the copyright owner directly.

Can we be covered under the Statutory Licence?

The decision as to whether your agency is eligible for the Statutory Licence is your organisation’s responsibility.

What does the GovCopy Licence cover?

The GovCopy Licence allows your organisation to:
photocopy and fax copyright material;•	
print copyright material;•	
email copyright material within your organisation;•	
store and display copyright material on internal networks;•	
scan copyright material;•	
provide hardcopies of copyright material to third parties; and•	
reproduce copyright material for multi-media presentations.•	

How much can be copied?

10% of the number of pages in a hardcopy work or one chapter;•	
10% of the number of words in a digital work or one chapter; and•	
an article or several articles in a single periodical publication if they relate to the same subject matter. •	

How does the licence benefit me?

The licence provides blanket coverage for your organisation, allowing you to access material such as published reports, 
research, newspaper and magazine articles and websites. As a licensee, you’ll no longer need to search for copyright 
owners to gain permission to use their work. 

With a CAL licence your organisation is also demonstrating respect for others’ intellectual property, while ensuring that 
authors and publishers of material are being rewarded for your use of their work. At the same time you are reinforcing 
the value of your own intellectual property to your staff and stakeholders. 
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What does it cost?

The licence fees are based on the Statutory Government Licence. For further information on licence fees or for a quote 
please contact CAL on 1800 066 844 (toll free) or email government@copyright.com.au.

Licence fees are calculated annually based on the full time equivalent employees (FTE) number supplied by your organisation. 

Are we required to take part in copying surveys?

At this stage the GovCopy Licence has no immediate requirement to participate in surveys. 

How do I renew my licence?

CAL will contact you prior to the renewal date for your members’ updated FTE figures. 

Does CAL publish a list of its works?

CAL does not publish a list of all works it represents and could not exhaustively list all foreign works, as new works are 
added to the mandate of CAL and its affiliated foreign societies each day.

 


